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A First Time CERPCA Driver Education (DE) Experienc e

By Dave Williams

| finally "bit the bullet" and signed up for the June DE at Roebling Road. | can't say it was an
easy move because | wavered for a good while before making the leap. So, why did | decide
to finally take the plunge?

Maybe most important is that I've been able to get to know several people, both inside and
outside of our club, who are involved as drivers and/or staff in DEs. No doubt that was
important. But let me back up a little to try for a more complete picture of how | reached the
point of signing up.

A few years ago, in conjunction with the Hilton Head Concourse d'Elegance, Bobby Rahal
came to Roebling Road. | had been interested in checking out the track, and this seemed like
the right time. With a racer like him involved, | just had to go and check out the action. |
bought a few tickets trying to win a ride with Bobby in the Carrera GT. As expected, | didn’t
have a winning ticket, so | did the second best thing and paid my $50 for some laps with an
experienced driver in another car. When the time came, | strapped on the helmet and looked
for a car similar to mine. Luckily, | found a 911 that was pretty close: an '86, only slightly
modified, only two years older and not much different from my '88. Then came the ride of my
life. It was really pretty awesome, and | knew | wanted more. But it's one thing to have a great
ride in somebody else's car, and quite another to commit your own pride and joy to what
seemed like some pretty aggressive thrashing around a race track.

A year later | repeated the experience at Roebling Road. This time | wanted to try a faster car
and was lucky enough to land in a '96 Turbo - another awesome ride and another step closer
to trying it myself. The final straw was a ride last year in a 911 set up strictly for racing. You
know, the kind of car that's hard to climb in and out of because of a roll cage and the five point
harness that's nearly impossible to hook up the first time you try it. That ride nearly did it for
me. | knew | had to find a way to have some of that driving fun myself. A PCA DE event was
the only way | could think of to do it.

| guess two things came together for me in the days after that. First, | knew for sure that |
really liked being in those cars at speed and wanted to try it myself, and second, | had
confidence in the people operating the track and the events. What objections were left? Well,
as it turned out, none that mattered much. | signed up.

What to Expect



Three major activities stand out to me as
central to the DE experience. First is
instruction, in the classroom, in the car and off
the track before and after your group runs. All
are extremely important for drivers in the
Green (first time) group, and all were
accomplished in an outstanding manner at the
June event. The second activity is learning
from observation of what goes on, in addition
to your own driving experience, at a DE event.
There's lots of opportunity for this. For me,
meeting and talking to experienced people is
hard to pass up when the opportunity is there. | tried to keep in mind that these folks are there
to have fun too, and not just to educate inexperienced drivers like me. But common sense and
courtesy go a long way, and in general people like to talk about things they enjoy doing.
Everybody | talked to was very generous in sharing their excitement and experiences in
driving on the track.

| saved the best for last. Driving your own car around the track is what it's all about. Finally
after soaking up a lot of important information, we got our chance. Here we were, finally on
the grid, bumper to bumper with the other Green group drivers, pulse rate up, unfamiliar
helmet bumping into things. It's hot, it's not especially comfortable, but we're ready to go. The
instructors talk; the new drivers listen intently. Scrolling through seventeen helmeted heads
are all those important details - from the drivers meeting, from the classroom sessions, and
from your individual instructor. Am | going to forget anything? Is the car still running? Will | see
the flags? If I do, will | remember what they mean? Will | even remember to shift gears at the
right time? When is the right time? And worst of all, will | screw up somehow?

Very quickly all that's behind us. We're out of pit lane, on the straight heading for turn one.
The focus becomes very narrow - the world seems to be just you, your car, your instructor,
and the other cars on the track. The corner workers are out there doing their jobs, but you
don’t see them. You listen and watch for cues from your instructor, keep a safe distance from
cars ahead, strive to follow every little instruction, keep the car on the road, and then you
strain to concentrate even harder. You keep doing those things lap after lap, each time
learning a little more, driving a little smoother, gaining a better sense of the lines through nine
turns. Each lap feels a little better. No giant leaps of progress, just small perceptible



incremental improvements.

Then, too soon it seems, it's over. Everyone is safe, everyone has learned a tremendous
amount about driving, and most of us have had an absolute blast.

Maybe the best $200 I've ever spent. If you haven't tried a DE, try one!

DE AT CMP (Carolina Motorsports Park) September 20 -21

Our next DE will be at CMP on September 20-21. We will be updating the website
www.cerpca.net with details. There will be online registry and payment available for this event
to make things easier on all involved. Mark you calendar now!! We have decided to expand
our horizons to try a new track. CMP is a more technical course and will allow us to explore
different challenges than Robeling Road (I highly recommended making inquires prior to the
week before the event.)

Carrie's Automotive Book Club:
The Last Open Road By B.S. LEVY

*FEE gears

This month | read the first in a series of
books by BS Levy. (recommended by John
and Mary Myer) In this book Buddy
Palumbo decides to chase his dream by
quiting his job at the local factory to
become a full time mechanic. Through his
interactions with customers he is given the
opportunity to attend and work as a
mechanic at road races in the New York

area and around the country. He is introduced to a nd drives many of the
glamorous marks in the races. By the end of the bo ok, he has the *racing bug.”
And though trying to settle down with his sweethear t Julie, the author sets us up
for future internal conflict because Julie is not n early as understanding as | and
many of your wifes undoubtedly are. | give this bo ok 4 gears for imagination,
parts to laugh out loud about, and great characteri zation. ( | particularly like
Sylvester Jones.) So, enjoy this quick read. It's a great one! Especially if you

already have grease under the nails.

What your car's color says about you
28 September 2007

* Silver shows you want to be seen as wealthy
* Blue expresses peace and serenity
* Red suggests passion and a wild streak



Psychologists have revealed what your choice of car color means about you.

According to the report, commissioned by car superm arket Carcraft, more than
30% of buyers choose silver, which shows a desire t 0 be seen as having wealth
and prestige.

Another 26% of buyers choose blue, which is suppose d to represent a calmer and

more relationship-focused buyer.

What your color choice means about you

1 Silver: A driver who wants to give the impression of wealt h and prestige;
2 Blue: peaceful and serene drivers who value relationship S over money;

3 Black: a desire to stamp authority on other road users;

4 Red: passionate and a little wild, likes to take charge of any situation;

5 Grey: a sign of stability and reliability;

6 Green: a conscientious driver who tries to smooth over te nse situations;
7 Purple: a self-assured driver with a love of all things be autiful;

8 Yellow: confident and not afraid to let out one's inner ch ild;

9 Gold: adesire to express independence;

10 Orange: a sign of a happy person who enjoys being unique a nd craves
attention.

Minutes of CERPCA Board Meeting May 20, 2008- Porsc  he of Hilton Head
Call to order: 6:10

Minutes accepted as left by computer.

Treasurer's Report: We still have money.
Membership #'s: as of April 223 members, 176 affiliate members, and 399 total members.

Website: Saturday at CMP add, Fix June Dinner at track, Add Sand gnats game to the
calendar.

DE: T-shirts are ordered, SCCA instructors are eligible instructors, Pig ordered-Talked to
Robert, Ted Micklebring keg at track, break even count 57ish, would like to have credit card
payment available, Tech at the hotel 5:00 Friday

Upcoming Events: Coffee 1* Saturday of the month 8am Port Royal, Dinner at CBP Drinks at
6pm Dinner at &pm, No Kayak Trip, July 16™ at Sigler's, July 19" Road Rally, August Dinner
(Buddy), Sept Golf and meet in Savannah, CMP September 20-21 Robert for dinner if we can
get the garage, Oktoberfest @ PHH on the 15", November 19" Sigler's, December 5" at Jim's
House

New Business: Think about board for next year, Bi-laws Some need clarification, Dennis
Leadbetter will fix the misprint and possiable National Bi-Laws by next month, Add the website
to the top of the newsletter

Dismissed: 7:00



UPCOMING EVENTS

July 16 " Dinner Meeting

Where: Sigler's in Bluffton
When: July 16 ™, Drinks 6pm, Dinner 7pm $27/person
What: Prime Rib, Chicken, or Salmon

RSVP by July 14 *: Moore.carrie.e@gmail.com with your dinner
reservation

TSD Rally Saturday, July 19

We will leave from Mighty 8 ™ Air Force Museum at 10:00. Registration 9:30,

Driver's meeting at 9:45. Cost $20/car. You will need a driver and navigator. (If
you would like to participate, but don't have someo ne willing to ride or drive for
you then just show up and we will pair you in a car 1) ATSD rally follows all rules
of the road and speed limits are adhered to. Thei dea is to follow the directions as
accurately as possible. Look forward to seeing you there!!

Sand Gnats Ball Game Tuesday, July 29

Meet us behind home plate to watch the Savannah San d Gnats take

on Hickory at 7pm. We will be keeping an eye out for you decked

out in your favorite Porsche wear. You can get tic kets early at
sandgnats.com _to ensure availability. General admission is $7 an d Military and

Seniors are $5.

Once you have purchased your tickets, contact Walte rat WalterCKirk@aol.com
so we know approximately how many people we are loo king for and "try" to save
seats (two-for-one beer nights are very crowded qui ckly).

Tail of the Dragon

We now have ten (10) cars from the Coastal Empire R egion, along with 20+ from
Crown Region and another 10 from Raleigh Region. If you are planning to attend
please contact me direct: ROGER JANSON( RRJSCHH42@AOL.COM)

Member of the Month: Larry Schiner

What was your first car, your favorite/least favorite characteristic of it? 1946 4
door ford “The Stage Coach” Good Party Car

What was your proudest/least proud moment in a car? When | threw an empty
beer bottle out the window and the window was still closed!!

What was/is your first Porsche? 2004 911 40 ™ aniversary edition (My retiremant



gift to myself.)

What is your favorite car of all time? My Datsun 280Z with T-Top

What cars do you currently own? 1998 Cadillac DeVille

What/where is your favorite road to drive? Garden State Parkway in NJ

What do you keep in your glove box/floorboard? Nothing too interesting, I'm too
old...

Any other funny/interesting car stories? | drove a n automatic car with a cast on
when | had a severed Achilles tendon to work, work- a-holic that | am, 6-7 days a
week.

Letter from the Editor

By: Carrie Moore

Once again, I'd like to thank everyone who contribu ted to the newsletter. Itis a
much easier feat to accomplish with the assistance of others. This month | am
looking for volunteers who would be willing to writ e an article/story on the Porsche
Parade June28-July3 or any car related events that you have attended. (They
need not be long, just fun to read:) Volunteers ¢ an send an article to me at
moore.carrie.e@gmail.com | would also like to reinstate the member of the month
in the newsletter. If you would like to be conside red for the member of the month
send me a picture of you/your car and the completed guestionaire below.

Name:

E-mail:

What was your first car, your favorite/least favori te characteristic of it?

What was your proudest/least proud moment in a car?

What was/is your first Porsche?

What is your favorite car of all time?

What cars do you currently own? Do any of them have a name?
What/where is your favorite road to drive?

What do you keep in your glove box/floorboard?

Any other funny/interesting car stories?



