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Coastal Empire Region / Porsche Club of America Volume 4
January/February 2004 #1 

It’s a new year—and there’s lots to do...

Inside: Our makeshift calendar
Rennsport Reunion II at Daytona
Michigan Winters....and more!



Happy New Year To All,

For the Coastal Empire Region 2003 was a great
year. We established strong relationships with
many of the other regions in the Southeast, with
PCNA, and have established our DE program as
one of the best events put on at Roebling Road.
Many thanks to all involved, both workers and par-
ticipants. The new year is starting out strong with
the upcoming PCA national board meeting being
held in our region in Savannah GA. This event will
fill up fast with national board members as well as
other local region members, so please get your
reservations in early. We want everyone in our
region who wants to attend to do so. Jackie will be
sending a separate invitation to all. We have
grown to 120+ members since we started our
region and continue to seek new members. So, if
you see a Porsche you do not recognize follow it,
chase it down and grab a new member.

I have accepted the position of President for
one more year for the Coastal Empire Region of
PCA. This year I will be diligently looking for my
replacement for 2005, among other things I hope
to accomplish. We are attempting to run an
Instructors DE school this year with the Florida
Crown Region at Roebling Road. This will benefit
our region in the future by having more qualified
instructors available for our events. The national
board meeting comes in February this year so we
will postpone our Rallye/Tour till March or April.
We need to hear more from our members as to
what other activities you all would like to have
available so please keep the board informed. 

For January’s meeting, we had a special
guest, Harvey Gieger, a former Porsche owner,
and automobile enthusiast with many stories and
much information about the automotive world.
He spoke to us about the “History of Sex and
Cars.”  

I hope you will all have a great 2004 year with
many hours of Porsche activities and fun.

Keep flashing.

Al Travison
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MMiissssiioonn  SSttaatteemmeenntt

The newsletter’s purpose is to
keep Coastal Empire Region
members and affiliates informed
on activities for participation and
enjoyment.

Heron House Publishing Inc.
12 Glen Lake Avenue 
Bluffton, SC 29909
Phone: 843.757.6666
or email: heron@hargray.com

AAll  TTrraavviissoonn——Pres. & DE Org.
(843) 816-7333
t2935@hargray.com

TToomm  HHooffffmmaann——Vice President
(912) 236-8546
hoffmanegr@aol.com

RRoobbeerrtt  EEnngglleerr——Secretary
(843) 524-6063
robertengler@islc.net

JJiimm  IIzzaanntt  --Treasurer
(843) 842-5435
jrizant@aol.com

RRaallpphh  MMaaggggiioonnii——Membership
and DE Safety Steward 
(912) 897-1453
rmaggion@aol.com

JJaacckkiiee  TTrraavviissoonn——Newsletter
and DE Registrar
(843) 757-6666
heron@hargray.com

PPaauull  GGrreeccccoo——The Negotiator
(843) 384-9024

JJoohhnn  MMyyeerr——Member at Large
(843) 247-3998
itzapie@aol.com

GGeeoorrggee  FFrreenncchhíí  ddee  llaa  BBrruuyyeerree
Driver Education — Chief Inst.
478-746-0269
eurotech@mindspring.com

JJoohhnn  FFrraazzaarr——Webmaster
jsfrazar@yahoo.com

PPaauull  JJoonneess—Past President
843-987-0413
pauljonpca@aol.com

www.cerpca.org

And now a word 
from our President…



Calendar of
Events

Take a moment to mark your calen-
dars  and  please note, dates are tenta-
tive—NOT etched in stone. We add and
take away — just like our cars — we are
that fast.  —Thank you.

Saturday MMaarrsshhaallll  HHoouussee. We are

Feb 21 proud to be the host of the

2004 PCA National Board

Meeting. Our sit down din-

ner will be to welcome all

those weary travels to our

friendly part of the world.

Sat Driving Tour
Mar 27 to Aiken, SC

Thurs General Get-together

Apr 22 Sigler’s, Bluffton

Sat-Sun CCooaassttaall  EEmmppiirree  DDEE at

May 1-2 Roebling Road Raceway

Thurs Do we do a Boat Ride?

June 24 Harbortown or Savannah

Thurs General Get-together

Jul 22 Maybe Tybee - Skidaway?

Thurs General Get-together

Aug 26 Sigler’s, Bluffton

Thurs General Get-together

Sept 23 Sigler’s, Bluffton

Thurs Octoberfest
Oct 21 A park somewhere

Sat-Sun CCooaassttaall  EEmmppiirree  DDEE at

Nov 6-7 Roebling Road Raceway

The Return of the
Darkside Driver

Education

Fri Christmas Party
Dec 3 Marshall House,

Savannah, GA

Page 3REVVIN’ UPJanuary/Febraury 2004

Table of Contents
A Word From Our President  . . . . .2

Calendar of Events . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

Board Meeting Minutes  . . . . . . . . .4
As written by Robert Engler

Tech Issues  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
John Myer writes on the Apex!

Editor’s Briefs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Jackie Travison still rambles on.

Spotlight on a Member  . . . . . . . . . .7
Richard Pattisall’s Kudos to 
Hansel Thompson

Member Submission  . . . . . . . . . . . .7
David Rubnitz shares with us

January’s Meeting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Harvey Geiger sexes up the new year

Rennfest II  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9
Ruben Ledesma enlightens us 
on the joys of Rennfest in our 
own backyard

Advertising Rates  . . . . . . . . . . .10

Classifieds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10

We have some work to do
Top 5 Regions in the Factored 

Growth (Index) and Actual Growth
categories are:

Factored Growth (Index) 
Whiskey Bay 64.13

Calif Cent Coast 50.98 
Vancouver Island 50.87 

Schones Land 49.21 
Cascade 39.26 

Actual Growth
Riesentoter 31 

San Diego 29 
Southeast Michigan 23 

Peachstate 21 
Florida Citrus 20
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Minutes....we’ve got minutes....
by Robert Engler, Secretary, Coastal Empire Region

The meeting was called to order by
our president, Al Travison, at 6:30.
Attendance was taken and those
attending were Jackie and Al
Travison, John Myer, Tom Hoffman,
and I. 

John Myer started us off with the
election results. There were 65
votes cast and the officers
remained the same with only one
change. Welcome to Jim Izant, our
new treasurer. 

We then had a recap of the upcom-
ing meeting with Harvey Geiger to
be held at Siglers restaurant on
Thursday, January 22, 2004, and
the more important February
meeting on the 21st with the PCA
National Board at the Marshall
House in Savannah. This led us into
a discussion on the other events
and meetings planned for the year.
In March we are working on anoth-
er “fun” rally. The loss of our rally
master has created a void; however
Jackie had a GREAT idea of using
the rallye that Truitt has planned for
the Oyster Club to Aiken. We will
know more soon. In May, we will
have our usual DE at Roebling Road
in Savannah. The July meeting will
be held at Tybee. We will announce
the location and time for our won-

derful Oktoberfest. Of course the
Darkside will be in November. We
have secured the Marshall House
for the Christmas Party in
December. This will give us good
diversity, and our home base for
usual meetings in between. Our
meetings will continue to be each
month, and we may plan some
extra activities for some of the
months.

We then discussed the possibilities
of having a parade to Rennfest in
Daytona. This looks to be a wonder-
ful event that should not be missed. 

Al mentioned the thought of
“Parade 2007 – Savannah.” A repre-
sentative will be here prior to the
board meeting to assess the area
and meet with Al on the topic. We
have support from nearby regions,
and Jackie and Al have already
done some preliminary work. It
looks good, but still no commit-
ment. It would mean A BUNCH OF
WORK –BUT EVEN MORE FUN!!
Our meeting adjourned at 7:45pm.

This looks to be an exciting year.
See ya’ at the meeting!

Keep flashing!! 
Robert

Date: January 14, 2004
Time: 6:30 PM

Place: Imperial Dragon



Page 5REVVIN’ UPJanuary/Febraury 2004

Just the Basics — Turns
by John Myer,Member at Large, Coastal Empire Region

In every kind of rac-
ing (except drag
racing) and in vir-
tually all daily driv-
ing encounters, the
biggest concern is
efficiently and
effectively negotiat-
ing turns. Stomping
on the throttle in a
street car takes little
skill, while handling a curve at speed
or in adverse conditions requires
great skill.

The racer “daffy-nition” of a
turn is “the entrance to a straight.”
The more speed you can carry
through a turn, especially at the
end of the turn, the faster you will
be at the end of the following
straight. “Slow in - fast out” is the
mantra. For today’s purposes, we
will be considering a basic single
apex turn. A turn is comprised of
three components: turn in, apex
and track out.

Note: If you are participating in a
drivers ed, you will want to use as
much of the road as possible. On the
street, you can practice by using all
of the traffic lane you are in. Again,
be careful of the other cars around
you! You can freak out other drivers
who don’t know that you are inten-
tionally using all of your lane.
Turn In. As you are approaching the
end of a straight, you will brake and
downshift as needed. Remember to
blip the throttle and let out the
clutch! This will be the slowest point
of the turn, and you want to be at

the outer most
point in the road.
When you start
adding steering
input, this is your
Turn In point. You
will be off the
brakes and “feath-
ering” the throttle
or “even throttle.”
This is not acceler-

ating nor letting the engine drag to
further slow you down. This helps
maintain even balance—front to
rear—in the car. This allows for the
most lateral grip of the tires (to be
discussed with “the friction circle”
article). This is also where you will
have the most steering input.
(Remember to pull the wheel down,
for strength, and use the top hand
for fine tuning of the input.) You will
want to steer toward the inner most
point of the turn, or Apex.

Apex. This is the inner most point
and where you start coming out of
the turn. As you approach the Apex,
you will want to start rolling on some
throttle and looking for the end of
the turn, or Track Out. As you start
adding throttle, the car will start
shifting its weight to the rear wheels.
Also, the steering angle will decrease
on its own (slip angle). As you come
through the apex, you will want to be
adding more and more throttle and
straightening out the car as you head
toward the Track Out point.

Track Out is the point where the
turn has been completed and is

Continued on page 6

Illustration by John Myer



usually at the furthest outside part
of the track. As a rule of thumb,
where you start your Turn In will
dictate where your Apex and Track
Out points will be.

Late Apex. This is the safest and
preferred line for most drivers. It
allows plenty of room after the
Apex to correct mistakes. If you
come through OK, you can roll on
full throttle very early, which means
you will be going much faster at the
end of the straight. It will also let
you know where you can pick up
some more speed through the turn,
safely. A Drivers Education instruc-
tor will most likely teach you a Late
Apex line.

Mid Apex. This is usually the
absolute fastest line. There is little
room for error. If you are off line just
a little bit, or a touch too fast, you
can usually recover as long as there
is some room. It will require you to
slow in order to correct your prob-

lem and you will loose a lot of speed
down the straight. There will be
some tense moments.

Early Apex. This is not only the
slowest line, it is the most danger-
ous. It is also the line most novice
drivers want to take. Novice drivers
want to come into the turn faster
than is prudent, and to get started
in the turn. The problem is when
you hit your Apex, you do not have
enough steering input, at the right
place, to complete the turn. The
result is that you will need to
increase the steering input in the
middle of the turn. This does not
work if you are near the limits, and
it usually results in the car sliding
off the outer edge of the track. The
other option is to get off the throttle
and/or hit the brakes in the middle
of the turn. The sudden shift of the
weight of the car to the front causes
the back end of the car to come
around, and you spin towards the
inside of the turn. 

To win you “Brownie Points”
with your instructor make sure you
Late Apex!
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The Editor’s Briefs
Jackie Travison, Newsletter Editor, Revvin’ Up, Coastal Empire

Just the Basics
Continued from  page 5

Truth is, I had started preparing this
issue in December—and well, I just
don’t know where time goes any-
more. Do I need to apologize again?

February is promising with
hosting our national board meet-
ing. I hope you all plan to attend.
The restaurant holds 150 people, so
it will be first come, first serve, and I
am begging you to please send in
your check to reserve your seat
today. No joking...

Calendar is filling up, we just
need to find more specifics for you.
We are trying to meet on the fourth
Thursday of the month, it may free
up some of you that have been
attending the Chamber of
Commerce meetings....hint, hint.

We already have our first appli-
cant for Driver Ed in May — don’t
delay, and well, anything else??? 

Ah, yes—happy new year...and
keep the wind to your back.
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Spotlight on a fellow-Porsche Member

HANSEL THOMPSON WINS
THE GOOD GUY OF THE YEAR AWARD!

For the second time this year, Hansel Thompson has pulled me out of
the fire.

As with last time, it was my client’s fault (finally picked a mortgage
broker two weeks prior to closing) that the closing was going to be
blown. Only, this time, it would not have been just a delay—we probably
would have lost the deal period. In spite of being backed up for three
weeks (business is good for Hansel!), Hansel agreed to come to the res-
cue of his Porsche club friend and did the appraisal next day!

Three cheers for Hansel Thompson!

—Richard Pattisall

Subject: Michigan winters

House in the country $1 Million.

Three luxury cars $175,000.

Leaving town during a cold Michigan winter 
without turning off the water pipes in your garage 

PRICELESS!

Is this why we live in the south?

Submitted by David Rubnitz
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Let’s Welcome our Newest Members
Coastal Empire — is officially at 126 Members and still growing!

(Some of you didn’t renew — please take a moment and 

help us over the 130 bump—thank you)

Martin Gleason Larry & Kathy Wells

Hilton Head, SC Hilton Head, SC

90 / 911 90 / 911T

Benjamin & Georginna Sommerset

Savannah, GA

85 / 911

David Paddison Kevin & Ryan Meany Bill Brewer

Savannah, GA Hilton Head, SC Savannah, GA

86 / 930 03 / 911 2000 / 911

About a week
ago, 50 of us got
together for a
lovely dinner at
Sigler’s Rotis-
serie and Grill 
in Bluffton to
l i s t e n  t o  M r.
Harvey Geiger
speak to us on
the topic of “Sex
& Automobiles.”

At first, some of us were reluctant
to have Harvey address us. After all, we
once sat through David E. Davis telling
us of his sexual exploits—decade by
decade—hour by hour... During our
Octoberfest we voted on this particular
speaker. Fortunately, I was aware that
Harvey, the ex-professor he is, would
be well-prepared and had written an
article for Classic Car magazine on the
very topic. In his writings we learned
that his speech would involve more of
the history of sex in advertising of cars.
And that is what it was.

Harvey after delivering his very
well organized and tasteful discus-
sion, threw it out to the audience to
see if anyone had anything to add.
And of course, they did...some a little
more than others and detailing a little
bit more than we’d care to hear...

We have thanked Harvey for
making our first meeting of the new
year a success—and should he ever
write “Sex & Automobiles, Part II” I
hope he comes back and lets us see
the progress.

Please reserve your seat today for
our February dinner. See enclosed
beige sheet for details—and get that
check in, this time it’s a pay first deal!

January — Off to a Great Start

Harvey Geiger gesturing...

The Crowd in Good Form!
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The Porsche Club of
America will be
assisting the Porsche
Rennsport Reunion
II with several seg-
ments:

• Porsche model-
specific parking
corrals. 

• 40th Anniversary
Porsche 911 display. 

• Supervised track
touring.

• PCA hospitality &
membership tent.

• Scrutineering of
Cup racecars and
PCA Club racing cars.

• PCA dinner — Evening of April 24,
2004.

• Volunteer workers to assist with our
involvement.

The Rennsport Reunion II is an event
by Porsche Cars North America with
the cooperation of Brian Redman’s
Intercontinental Events and the
Daytona International Speedway.

We are looking for 40 fine exam-
ples of Porsche 911’s for each year of
production from 1963 to 2003 that
are original and authentic for the
exclusive 40th Anniversary display.
The display will be for three days,
April 23-25, 2004. Please contact
Jennifer Barrows atL

nineelevendisplay@cfl.rr.com 
or 407-522-0002 if you would like to
participate with this unique opportu-
nity to be part of Porsche’s distin-
guished history.

There will be a special PCA dinner
on the evening of April 24, 2004 at

the Speedway with a
surprise guest
speaker provided by
Porsche Cars North
America. For dinner
reservations please
send a check in the
amount of $35.00
per person (payable
- “Porsche Club of
America”) to Janet
Ledesma, 10216
Hunt Club Lane,
Palm Beach
Gardens, FL 33418.
For questions please
contact Janet at

gojanet@bellsouth.net or 561-627-
7645. Dinner reservations will be
taken on a first come, first served
basis and a confirmation with event
details will be provided via email.

We need PCA volunteer workers
to assist with the various segments of
our involvement. There will be a spe-
cial memento shirt provided to the
volunteers by Porsche Cars North
America to commemorate their par-
ticipation with the event. To volun-
teer please contact Bob and Dora
Barren at  barren.rivergate@world-
net.att.net or 904-268-8877 in the
evening.

PCA members will be able to
enjoy our hospitality tent for three
days, April 23-25, 2004, to park safely
in one of the Porsche model-specific
corrals and to enjoy track touring with
their Porsches on Friday, April 23,
2004. This will be an unforgettable
event that you will not want to miss.

Porsche Rennsport Reunion II
Daytona International Speedway • April 23-25, 2004

Submitted by Ruben Ledesma, Former Zone 12 Rep

Continued on page 10
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Advertising Rates
Reaching a highly concentrated Porsche audience and to help support our club:

Back Cover—Full color $150 per month Full pg b&w $100 per month
1/2 pg b&w $75 per month  (4.8” x 3.75”) 1/4 pg b&w $45 per month (2.3” x 3.75”)

Ask about our 1 year prepaid discount!   Three Month Minimum      Snail Mail: 151 / Email: 262+
Checks payable to : The Coastal Empire

Questions: Contact Jackie (843) 757-6666 or email heron@hargray.com

C l a s s i f i e d s
heron@hargray.com or snailmail to: 12 Glen Lake Ave, Bluffton, SC  29909 

by the 15th of the month

1977 911 Carrera Targa #91172112641
Copper Bronze/Tan 129K, 13k miles
on rebuilt motor, paint with all new
rubber and windshield in 1993, new
Mich Pilot Sports/powder coated rims,
oil cooler and much more. I have
owned this car since 1986, its an
indoor car with no damage or rust.
Looks and drives new. Please call for
pics or additional info. $15,700. Dave
Crespan, 5 Isabella Ct. Hilton Head, SC
29926. (843) 681-5902.

1995 Porsche 911 (993) Cabriolet
Red/Tan, 17" Cups, HiFi CD, Power
seats, 69k miles, 60k service per-
formed, wiring harness replaced,
black top is worn, valve guides not a
problem on ’95 models, $36,900.
Kevin Work: 843-681-2506 Mobile:
384-0226 

Classifieds are free to our members—
but if you are thinking of selling your
Porsche, be prepared for third degree.

The Porsche Rennsport Reunion
II will bring together an unprecedent-
ed gathering of significant Porsche
vintage racecars, Porsche Club
Racers, former Porsche factory drivers
and a selection of historic cars from
the Porsche Museum in Stuttgart,
Germany. It will feature a three-day
program of on-track competition
plus a concours d’elegance, which
will be open to the event’s partici-
pants by invitation. In addition, 

special activities are planned com-
memorating the 50th Anniversary 
of the Porsche 356 Speedster and
Porsche 550 Spyder plus the 40th
Anniversary of the Porsche 911.
Additional details can be found on
Porsche’s website www.porsche.com,
Brian Redman’s Intercontinental
Events website www.gorace.com and
Daytona International Speedway’s
website www.daytonainternational-
speedway.com. Ticket information is
available by contacting the Daytona
International Speedway at the above-
mentioned web site or by calling the
Speedway at 386-253-7223.

Rennsport Reunion II
Continued from  page 9
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PROFESSIONAL 
CARPET 

CLEANING

24 Hour Emergency Service

843•842-3994

IICRC CERTIFIED FIRM

INSTITUTE

CERTIFICATION

of
INSPECTION
CLEANING

and
RESTORATION

®

John and Mary Myer

114 Arrow Road
Hilton Head Island

Servicing BMW, Mercedes
and Porsche only

Towing Available • All Major Credit Cards Accepted
2603 Causton Bluff Road • Savannah

(912) 355-8800
OE Porsche
Diagnostic
Equipment

Lynes Realty
Sales

Leasing

Property Management

Furnished Corporate
Rentals

The Lynes family has been in the 
real estate business for over 70 years.

Their love and knowledge of this 
area combined with dedication 

makes them the perfect choice as
your representative.

Give us a call today to discuss your
real estate needs

Jan Lynes, Broker
912-898-1600



Visit us online at:  http://mcdaniels.porschedealer.com/

(803) 754-1113 • Columbia, SC

Consider Us For 
All Your New And Old

Porsche Needs


